Danielle L. Vickman
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Melinda Ciarabellini
Thursday, August 27, 2015 2:30 PM
Greg Sparks
Re: Section 1 Clean Up

The Neighborhood Watch Block Party Coordinator's name is Jeannie Breslin.
Sent from my iPad

> On Aug 27, 2015, at 11:08 AM, Greg Sparks <
> wrote:
>
> Melinda,
>1 have prepared an open space management plan that addresses camping for this upcoming council agenda. I

think it lays out the issues, addresses the need to enforce our current ordinances regarding camping, shopping carts,
and proposes additional ordinances to provide the city additional tools for addressing camping.
>1 think it is critical that Council approve this written policy. It then becomes the "Council's Plan", rather than
having the Council react to Andy's departmental policies and Miles 's cleanup efforts. It will be important to have
community support for this at the meeting. This should better position the city to go after the public health hazard
concerns and make the case to Public Health.
> Thanks,
> Greg
etc.

>
>
>

Original Message

> From: Melinda Garabellini
> Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 7:52 AM
> To: Greg Sparks
> Subject: Re: Section 1 Clean Up
>
> Good Morning Greg,
>
> OK, I must say the picture of the rats " prepped for cooking" is over the top! We really need to take this to the
next level. If this isn't a public health hazard, I don 't know what is. I think we should be notifying the County's
Public Health Officer, Dr. Donald Baird, to consider declaring a public health emergency pursuant to the Health
and Safety Code. This may help us enforce and defend our camping ordinance. Of course, Public Health is a

Branch under DHHS and Phil Crandall, but it 's Dr. Baird that has the legal authority under the H&S Code. Before
a public health emergency is declared, we will need to be prepared to take action and have access to the necessary
resources involving multiple agencies to clear the area and assist in relocation. Maybe that's where the Coastal
Commission and Sen. McGuire come in.
> The County is going to be reluctant to get involved as declaring a public health emergency may obligate them to
take action using their resources. But then again, it seems it would compel the Gty to do take action as well. That's
something the attorneys should figure out.

>
>1 also happen to personally know Dr. Baird and would be happy to sit in on a discussion about this with him, Phil

and whomever else. If nothing else, it would be good to know just how bad it has to get before this considered a
public health hazard.

>
>Just my thought for the day... Have a great day!
l

> Melinda
> Sent from my iPad
>
»On Aug 25, 2015, at 4:01 PM, Greg Sparks
> wrote:
»
»Mayor/ Council:
»A number of issues as we continue with these clean up efforts. EPD has not issued citations for camping, and I

would like to have them start that process for encampments that refuse to move.
»Today I completed a draft of a property management plan that needs additional input from Cyndy, Miles, and
Andy before it is ready to put in front of Council. However, I may send out an early draft to you so that you can
provide input prior to this coming on the Council agenda-quite likely the second meeting in September.
»Thanks,
»Greg

»
»
» Original Message
»From: Miles Slattery
»Sent: Monday, August 24, 2015 1:25 PM
»To: Greg Sparks; Cyndy Day-Wilson; Andrew Mills
»Subject: Section 1 Clean Up
»
» The attached pictures are from Thursday's cleanup, 8/ 20/ 15. The crew continue to be frustrated with the illegal
campers not removing their belongings. Some of the smaller tents were collapsed and moved. However, well over a
dozen just in section 1 are large tents that are not moving at all. They are packing the tents full of pallets, wood, etc.

We are not able to adequately maintain our property (remove all litter, manage the
etc ) due to illegal encampments continuing to squat on City property

.

.

vegetation, remove invasives,

»
»1 am concerned about the liability associated with allowing this to continue. This week we filled another two full
40 yard dumpsters just in section 1. This is after being in the same section five weeks ago. We also removed ~15

shopping carts, over 100 needles, many honey pots and 10 massive marsh rats that were trapped and seemed to be
prepped for cooking (see attached pictures). The prolific presence of obvious intravenous drug use and vermin
further demonstrates the pressing need to proactively address this issue.

»
»Thanks,
»
»Miles
»
»Miles Slattery
»Parks and Recreation Director
»City of Eureka
»Parks and Recreation Department
»1011 Waterfront Drive, Eureka CA 95501
» (707)
(Office)
» (707)
(Fax)
»
» <3MG_0442.jpg >
» <IMG_0443.jpg >
» <XMG_0444.jpg >
» <IMG_0445.jpg >
» <lMG_0447.jpg >
» <IMG_0448.jpg >
» <3MG_0449.jpg >
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Danielle L. Vickman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Liana Simpson <
Sunday, September 6, 2015 7:00 PM
Melinda Ciarabellini
RE: How can I help?

>

Melinda,

Thank you for writing back to me. I know you are very smart and articulate ! I absolutely remember the South
Spit issue. It was a mess. I guess it takes things getting to a crisis point ( which I believe we are in Eureka ) to
finally get solutions. I do trust you had your reasons for your political choices, however I wish it didn't cost you
your vote. We need your vote !
BTW: I am having coffee on Tuesday am with Kim. I hope I can learn to understand her and I will have some
suggestions for her as well.
I don 't mean to criticize. It is just very very frustrating waiting on others for solutions.
Have a nice Holiday too !
Liana

Liana Simpson , President
SEQUOIA PERSONNEL SERVICES, INC
2930 E Street
Eureka, CA 95501

707 -

From:
To:
Subject : Re: How can I help ?
Date: Mon, 7 Sep 2015 00:45:52 +0000
Hi Liana,

Well, I can always count on you to speak your mind. The proposed property Ordinance discussed at the
meeting last week was not the end all solution to getting the homeless out of the greenbelt, although it would
have helped. EPD will continue to identify the criminal element in there and Parks and Rec staff with SWAP
crews will continue the weekly clean -ups. The illegal camping Ordinance is still on the books and the Council
cannot tell Chief Mills not to do his job.
That said, I will not give up nor will I give in to these people who think they ' re entitled to living in the Marsh or
on any City property. But we also need a plan that the City Council can agree on and is in coordination with the
County ( because they have the money ) that will move us forward. If you remember the South Jetty occupation
l

in the '90's, it took a lot of resources to move them out in a humane and practical manner (even buying tires
for their vehicles). But it got done. We can do this.
So yes, I appreciate your support. I' ve heard from many Eurekans who echo your concerns.

As for who I support for political office, well that ' s my business. I have my reasons for not supporting
Newman. If I didn 't feel so strongly about it, I would have just not endorsed either, but in my opinion, he had
to go.

Thanks for the email Liana. Don 't give up on your hometown !
Have a nice holiday weekend !

Melinda Ciarabellini
Sent from my iPad

On Sep 5, 2015, at 10:34 PM, Liana Simpson <

> wrote:

Melinda,
I appreciated your comments at Tuesday nights City Council meeting. I am very concerned
about the liability and other issues around the costs to our citizens with the Palco Marsh and
Devil's Playground debacle. Just so happened: I was accosted at Sears this past Sunday when I
brought my broken Sears vacuum cleaner for repair. After I told a panhandler NO in the parking
lot : He followed me into the Sear Merchandise Pick Up door...no employees...just ware
housemen that you have to solicit for service ! I was scared to death ! I was smart enough to yell
through the doors for help and someone came right away...but it was very scary ! I am SO done
with how my hometown has gone down hill! It has effected my business which means my
ability to recruit professionals to Eureka. Business is not good. After 35 years in business, I am
wondering how I am going to make a retirement happen ?
I was SO disappointed in you for selling Mike Newman out to Kim Bergell.. She is a JOKE ! and
she has turned on you and YOU have lost your vote due to her ! I spent $$ to support your
campaign. I believed in you ! You sold yourself out ! What the Heck ? Many people are working
together to re-call her ! It is a long shot ! She is confused just about every issue. She just follows
Linda ' s guidance..period. So, Now, what can we do ? Let me know ? Atkins is a carpetbagger, has
a sweet and secure Cal Trans retirement and has nothing else to do but be a trouble maker.
Most of this towns folks, don 't like her at all ! So glad she is going off the council with her last
term. She has been a problem since day ONE!
I can't bear to see my hometown going down ! This City has gone so down that my kids are
shocked every time they come home for holidays. My adult kids are educated professionals.
They are shocked when they see how Eureka has become a slum. Weeds in the streets; houses
run down; and all of the vagrants ! They want their Mom and Pop OUT OF HERE ! What we have
in Eureka is NOT everywhere ! We know as we travel south many times per year to see our
Grandchildren. The only problem: We can 't afford to move south...we have been a small
business, providing jobs for many folks; but, we don 't have a retirement...only our savings! Ha
Ha...what a joke ! See the Stock Market..there goes our retirement !
2

So you tell me, how can I make a difference? The homeless in Eureka are largely, mentally ill,
addicts, convicts, and generally rebels ! We will NEVER fix them. I have served for over 18
months on the Meth/Heroin committee...we are seeing patterns and have interviewed lots of
folks...the fix in my opinion is to close our door to the perpetrators! PERIOD. They don 't want to
be helped. I DO NOT want to see another baby born into the Marsh in a tent. As a former nurse
I can 't bear the victims of this debacle...You know ! When can the rest of us get some priority? I
have come to believe that sandwiches and a tent are NOT a solution. It just keeps people down
and makes others who THINK they are helping feel GOOD about themselves. It is actually a
selfish pseudo fix to a real problem...It is time for a real change. And that is going to take
courage ! I wouldn 't be popular declaring that making sandwiches is not helpful!!
In this town: If you aren 't sympathetic to the " choices" of the homeless...you are a horrible
person...NO..We need to provide REAL help. Rehab, Foster care, jobs...( which we are truly
lacking for workers due to most folks NOT being able to pass a drug screen!) Do you want my
voice ? Just let me know, Liana

Liana Simpson, President

SEQUOIA PERSONNEL SERVICES, INC
2930 E Street
Eureka, CA 95501

707-

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender. This
message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the
named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If
you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in
reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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Danielle L. Vickman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Melinda Ciarabellini
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 12:05 PM
Andrew Mills; Greg Sparks; Cyndy Day -Wilson
Re: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS' Plan that Could Overwhelm the Shelter
image001 .jpg; imageOOIjpg; imageOOl jpg; imageOOl jpg

Really Chief ? You forwarded my email that was meant for you, Greg and Cyndy to all of the Council members,
Department Heads and Connie Beck? While I understand your anger toward Tammy (and apparently me), I
have no control over who she sends her email to. The intent of my email was to advise you three of what was
being said and find out what the plan is for the animals. Then I could assure Tammy, who is an influential
conduit to the rescue community, that we have a sound "legal " plan. The other reason for the email was to
bounce some ideas/thoughts I had off the THREE of you. Now who knows where my email will end up! You
do not have my permission to forward any of my emails unless I expressly say so.

On the up side, I'm glad you have a plan that you're confident with.
Melinda

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 29, 2016, at 9:42 AM, Andrew Mills <

> wrote:

Melinda et al
Ms. Falor’ s rage is misplaced and based on uninformed assumptions she could have easily
inquired about.
EPD has already met with an animal rescue group, a dog behaviorist, in this plan that she knows
nothing about. We are working full speed to meet the deadline Council has set and there very
well may be items that could have, should have been done differently in the opinion of some.
Regardless we press forward with the resources we have to make this work well. This will not be
the only issue that people will “ shake their heads.” If we forcibly remove people from their tents,
against their will, and have to use force to do it, people will squirm and lawyers will gather.
Dogs will be the least of our problems. That is why we press now to get as many out as possible.
The animals are a leverage point as much as that may anger some. Several homeless persons will
leave the marsh in order to hang onto their dogs. That prevents us from having to arrest them and
take their dogs on May 2. Our goal is to get them out of the marsh on their own. If we arrest
them, EPD becomes responsible for their dogs and property and we do not take that lightly as
that is where there has been the greatest liability. Those dogs, seized from owners arrested, will
go to the pound. That is why we pay the Sheriff 175K a year.
We have discussed several other options such as the Rescue Mission taking dogs (a couple of
cages) EPD has two cages but that was roundly criticized during the last budget hearing. No one,
including me, wants that liability.
An individual or two who are DHHS workers (Bettis) seem to not care for Council’s plan. Here
is an example of subversion or stirring the pot. Others were not happy at the last services fair, as
one was confrontational about displacement and animals and another said she would not be there
again. Director Beck is doing what she can to ensure the services are there and I appreciate that
very much.

On a positive note our new Animal Control officer starts on April 1 . She will be trained and
ready to go May 2 and will be working to solidify and expand the support of animal advocates.
Andrew G. Mills
Chief of Police
604 C Street
Eureka Ca. 95501
(707) 832 5108 desk
From: Melinda Ciarabellini fmailto:
1
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 12:05 PM
To: Greg Sparks <
>: Andrew Mills <
>:
Cyndy Day-Wilson <
>
Subject: Fwd: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS' Plan that Could Overwhelm the Shelter
Greg, Cyndy and Chief,
Please read the email string below. This was sent to me by my friend Tammy Falor, former
County Counsel and now lawyer in the Harland firm . She's also involved with animal rescue and
knows the people in that community. In other words, she's not just some flake and she knows
what she's talking about. She has some legitimate concerns if the plan "legal or not" is in fact
what this DHHS employee Colin Bettis is spreading.
What is the plan for the dogs, chickens and goats and whatever else is out there? Are we
coordinating with the Sheriff and the Shelter, and the rescue community? They could be working
faster to get dogs adopted or fostered out to make more room. We don't want the euthanasia rate
to go up because of the homeless dogs, if we can help it. The vicious ones are another story of
course, but there's an administrative process for that too. I agree with Tammy in that we need to
be sure our plan is legal and humane.
A thought...Would the MAC, St. Vincent's and the Mission consider letting the people keep their
dog if the Rescue volunteers bathed, groomed and vaccinated them prior to placement? In West
Sacramento where they temporarily relocated people to the motel, they did just that and let them
keep their dogs. I'm remembering the discussion we had with Wes (HUD) at our last DHHS
Homeless meeting about "comfort" animals and how one only needs a note from a medical
provider or any sort, not even a doctor.
Also, West Sac put up cyclone fencing and patrolled the encampment area once the people were
moved out. What if we sealed off the area now, give ID cards to the ones that are there now, hire
private security to prevent new people from coming in. Hopefully people will start leaving on
their own between now and May 2.
Last idea (but I'm still thinking), Ron Zhang, owner of the Pine and McClullens motels tells me
that at least at the Pine they are not always at capacity. I think the Pine is a Tier 2 motel and
because of that HUD won't allow vouchers to be used there. At least that's what Ron says so I
don't know that for sure. I don't know how many Tier 2 motels we have, but if that requirement
could be waived, even temporarily, we could move some people into existing motels.
,

That's all for now. Please do let me know what the animal plan is and who will be coordinating
with the Sheriff, Shelter and Rescue.
Thank you everyone for your hard work on this. I don't mean to be a pain, I'm just trying to help.
Melinda Ciarabellini
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Tamara Falor <
Date: March 25, 2016 at 4:42:53 PM PDT
To: Virginia Bass <
2

>
>. Rex Bohn

<

"
Cc: Ryan Sundberg <

>. Melinda Ciarabellini <
" <latkins@,ci.eureka.ca.gov>
s>. Mark Lovelace
>. Allison Jackson <
>. Allison Jackson

<
Mike Downey <
<
>
Subject: Re: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS' Plan that Could
Overwhelm the Shelter
Reply-To: Tamara Falor <
>

>,

>.

Rex and Virginia,
I have copied Ryan, Mark and Estelle and Mike Downey on this information
because community good will toward the Shelter and Shelter dogs is just to
important. Good stewardship of the Shelter propagates this community good will.
The plan outlined in this DHHS email will most likely overwhelm the Shelter
capacity. Rescues are stressed and financially strapped as it is without artificially
and/or illegally inflating the Shelter population.
I am sending this email to Melinda Ciarabellini and Linda Atkins because now
that the shock has abated a bit, and my mind has cleared - the DHHS' email
indicates that this plan to "legal or not " confiscate dogs and take them to the
Shelter appears to be the City of Eureka's plan.
To all of you - please check into this ill conceived "plan". Seriously - "legal or
not," homeless people's dogs are going to be confiscated and taken to the Shelter?
I can't stop shaking my head over this! The Peter Martins of the legal world love
this kind of bureaucratic thoughtlessness that sells well to juries.
Tammy Falor
(707)
Original Message
From: Bettis, Colin <
>
Sent: Fri, Mar 25, 2016 2:51 pm
Subject: RE: Crunch time

I am running like a chicken with its head cut off at this moment so I will just
respond to the info that I passed to you regarding dogs going to the pound and all
that. A person at the top of the DHHS totem pole sent out an email stating those
things: dogs at the marsh on 5-2-16 will go to the pound and it has nothing to do
with abuse/neglect. I believe this person is passing along info given to them by
the EPD and or City Counsel. It might not have worked this way in the past but it
sounds like this is the plan for these animals, legal or not. I would forward you the
email but I am not sure I am allowed to do so. I think anyone that remains in the
marsh on May 2nd will also be arrested.
Again thank you for all you do, and if you need funding to help homeless folks’
dogs, especially in the marsh, please let me know and I will pass along the info to
Sally Hewitt to ask for county funding.
Colin Bettis
Community Health Outreach Worker I
Mobile Outreach
Humboldt County
Dept, of Health and Human Services
Phone: (707)
Cell: (707)
3

County

I Department ^

From: Stacy Jensen f mailto:
Sent: Friday, March 25 , 2016 2: 19 PM
To: Bettis, Colin;
Subject: Re: Crunch time
Good Afternoon Colin,
I have worked for the Sheriffs Department at the County Shelter for over 10
years. I think that you have been told that I am currently an Animal Control
Officer for the County. I assist with animal rescue, and work with several rescue
groups in the area (like Buddy and Angel 's) on my free time. I do know how the
system works when it comes to impounding dogs and taking them away from
owners, so with that said , I wanted to share some of my knowledge with you, so
that you can be better informed.
You commented , that " If people have dogs, the dogs will go to the pound . " This
is not necessarily how things have worked in the past. Transient camps are often
broke down on a regular basis in the Eureka and surrounding areas. In order to
take the dog from the owner, the owner would have to be arrested. ( I know that
our Animal Control will often ask the owner to have someone else take
possession of the dog before taking the dog for impound.)
Due to the fact that this is in the City of Eureka, Eureka Animal Control or Eureka
Police Officers would have to transport each dog to the shelter, unless they ask for
assistance from the Sheriffs Department. In order to confiscate a dog from the
owner (if the owner isn't arrested ), the owner would have to be neglecting and/or
abusing their animal. From what I've seen down at the marsh, most people love
their dog, just do not have the funds to get them the all of the medical attention
needed (hence where rescues come in and assist.) I have yet to meet a "neglected "
or obviously abused dog at the marsh. I'm not saying it doesn't happen, I'm just
saying that the majority of the dogs down there do not fit the criteria to confiscate.
"To get the dogs out of impound, the owner needs to have the pooch vaccinated.
spayed or neutered, and pay the boarding fee. " This is also not completely true. If
dogs are confiscated and taken to the shelter, the shelter would NOT require that
the dog be spayed or neutered before going back to the owner. Upon intake, the
shelter would give impound vaccines (distemper/parvo, bordetella, wormer and
flea control) providing that the dog is friendly and cooperative. If the dog does not
have a current Rabies vaccination, then the dog would be required to have one
before being redeemed to the owner. The shelter does have boarding cost per day,
but the shelter cannot charge the "At large" fee for an unaltered or altered dog, if
the dog is brought in directly from the owner (as in, not running loose.)
You are 100% correct when you said " if their dogs go to the pound, for any
reason, it is much cheaper to get them out if the dogs get vaccinated and fixed."
This definitely applies if a dog is brought in for running at large.
Buddy and Angel 's is more than willing to help any transient/homeless animal
that needs medical attention like vaccines and spay/neuter (even in Fortuna),
providing we have the funding. I am still unclear where the funding you stated
you have, will be assisting in this goal . I like that you are collecting information
from owners on animals needing assistance, but without funding, we can only
4

help so much. I believe that Kim Class mentioned receiving funds from the
County, to assist us with our outreach.
Like I said, Buddy and Angel's Rescue will be down at the Marsh on April 3rd to
provide services such as, worming, vaccinating (distemper/parvo, rabies), some
flea control, food distribution, collar/leash/hamess distribution, and some mange
medication applications.
In order to receive our services, we have to get information on the owner and the
dog(s) in need. When we go on outreach like this, we attempt to gain trust and
then get dogs spayed and neutered. We have already spayed and neutered about
10 dogs that live in the Marsh.
Redwood Pals Rescue has also been occasionally vaccinating and altering animals
that live behind the Marsh as well. Little by little rescue groups ARE making a
difference! For example, a homeless dog recently bit someone in that area, and
the dog was impounded at the shelter for the quarantine period, however the dog
was not only neutered BUT current on Rabies!! Redwood Pals Rescue is the
ONLY rescue group that assists homeless owners in paying the impound fees at
the shelter, as an incentive to get the dog altered .
I am a very large supporter of animal rescue and team work and I REALLY think
it's amazing that you have stepped up and decided to also help animals in need!
Thanks again Colin, please continue to let everyone know about our services on
the 3rd!
Stacy Jensen
Advocate for the Less Fortunate

Original Message
From: Bettis, Colin <
>
To: Kim Class <
>: Stacy Jensen
<
>: ba.rescue <
Sent: Fri, Mar 25, 2016 8:26 am
Subject: Crunch time

>

May 2nd is the date that everyone has to be out of the Palco Marsh. If people have
dogs, the dogs will go to the pound . To get the dogs out of impound, the owner
needs to have the pooch vaccinated, spayed or neutered, and pay the boarding fee.
Today from 9am to 12pm many different service providers will be in the Sears
parking lot to engage folks and try to help them get services. I will be out there
talking to people and gathering info to give to you Stacy re: dog assistance. If any
animal group has people that they can send to assist in gathering data that would
be wonderful. If either of you wish to forward this message to any animal
group(s), feel free to do so. It is difficult for myself to play the part of trying to
convince folks to get vaccines and or fix their dog because I don’ t want to have an
antagonistic relationship with the folks in the marsh. At this point I am just asking
what they would like to get for their dogs. Today I might start stating that if their
dogs go to the pound, for any reason, it is much cheaper to get them out if the
dogs get vaccinated and fixed.
If there are any ideas you all have or other entities that you can think of that can
help with this pressing issue please let me know.
Thank you very much.
Colin Bettis
Community Health Outreach Worker I
5

Mobile Outreach
Humboldt County
Dept , of Health and Human Services
Phone: (707)
Cell: (707)
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Danielle L. Vickman
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrew Mills
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 12:12 PM
Melinda Ciarabellini; Greg Sparks; Cyndy Day-Wilson
RE: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS' Plan that Could Overwhelm the Shelter

Melinda ,
I apologize for forwarding what was intended to be private .

I am not angry with you at all . I was trying to keep everyone on the same page as we move forward and according to Ms.
Falor's email she had emailed the County Board and Linda Atkins as well .
Again , I apologize .

Andrew G . Mills
Chief of Police
604 C Street
Eureka Ca . 95501

From : Melinda Ciarabellini
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 12:05 PM
To: Andrew Mills ; Greg Sparks ; Cyndy Day-Wilson
Subject: Re: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS1 Plan that Could Overwhelm the Shelter

Really Chief ? You forwarded my email that was meant for you, Greg and Cyndy to all of the Council members,
Department Heads and Connie Beck? While I understand your anger toward Tammy (and apparently me), I
have no control over who she sends her email to. The intent of my email was to advise you three of what was
being said and find out what the plan is for the animals. Then I could assure Tammy, who is an influential
conduit to the rescue community, that we have a sound "legal " plan. The other reason for the email was to
bounce some ideas/ thoughts I had off the THREE of you. Now who knows where my email will end up! You
do not have my permission to forward any of my emails unless I expressly say so.
On the up side, I’ m glad you have a plan that you're confident with.

Melinda
Sent from my iPad
On Mar 29, 2016, at 9:42 AM, Andrew Mills <

> wrote:

Melinda et al
Ms. Falor's rage is misplaced and based on uninformed assumptions she could have easily inquired
about.

EPD has already met with an animal rescue group, a dog behaviorist, in this plan that she knows nothing
about . We are working full speed to meet the deadline Council has set and there very well may be items
l

that could have, should have been done differently in the opinion of some. Regardless we press forward
with the resources we have to make this work well . This will not be the only issue that people will
"shake their heads." If we forcibly remove people from their tents, against their will, and have to use
force to do it, people will squirm and lawyers will gather. Dogs will be the least of our problems. That is
why we press now to get as many out as possible.
The animals are a leverage point as much as that may anger some. Several homeless persons will leave
the marsh in order to hang onto their dogs. That prevents us from having to arrest them and take their
dogs on May 2. Our goal is to get them out of the marsh on their own. If we arrest them, EPD becomes
responsible for their dogs and property and we do not take that lightly as that is where there has been
the greatest liability . Those dogs, seized from owners arrested, will go to the pound . That is why we pay
the Sheriff 175 K a year.

We have discussed several other options such as the Rescue Mission taking dogs (a couple of cages ) EPD
has two cages but that was roundly criticized during the last budget hearing. No one, including me,
wants that liability

.

An individual or two who are DHHS workers ( Bettis) seem to not care for Council's plan . Here is an
example of subversion or stirring the pot. Others were not happy at the last services fair, as one was
confrontational about displacement and animals and another said she would not be there again .
Director Beck is doing what she can to ensure the services are there and I appreciate that very much .
On a positive note our new Animal Control officer starts on April 1. She will be trained and ready to go
May 2 and will be working to solidify and expand the support of animal advocates.

Andrew G . Mills
Chief of Police
604 C Street
Eureka Ca . 95501

From : Melinda Ciarabellini [ mailto:
1
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2016 12:05 PM
To: Greg Sparks <
>; Andrew Mills <
>: Cyndy DayWilson <c
>
Subject: Fwd: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS1 Plan that Could Overwhelm the Shelter

Greg, Cyndy and Chief,

Please read the email string below. This was sent to me by my friend Tammy Falor, former
County Counsel and now lawyer in the Harland firm. She’s also involved with animal rescue and
knows the people in that community. In other words, she’s not just some flake and she knows
what she’s talking about. She has some legitimate concerns if the plan "legal or not" is in fact
what this DHHS employee Colin Bettis is spreading.

What is the plan for the dogs, chickens and goats and whatever else is out there? Are we
coordinating with the Sheriff and the Shelter, and the rescue community? They could be working
faster to get dogs adopted or fostered out to make more room . We don’t want the euthanasia rate
to go up because of the homeless dogs, if we can help it. The vicious ones are another story of
course, but there’s an administrative process for that too. I agree with Tammy in that we need to
be sure our plan is legal and humane.
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A thought... Would the MAC, St. Vincent's and the Mission consider letting the people keep their
dog if the Rescue volunteers bathed, groomed and vaccinated them prior to placement? In West
Sacramento where they temporarily relocated people to the motel, they did just that and let them
keep their dogs. I'm remembering the discussion we had with Wes (HUD) at our last DHHS
Homeless meeting about "comfort" animals and how one only needs a note from a medical
provider or any sort, not even a doctor.

Also, West Sac put up cyclone fencing and patrolled the encampment area once the people were
moved out. What if we sealed off the area now, give ID cards to the ones that are there now, hire
private security to prevent new people from coming in. Hopefully people will start leaving on
their own between now and May 2.

Last idea (but I'm still thinking), Ron Zhang, owner of the Pine and McClullens motels tells me
that at least at the Pine they are not always at capacity. I think the Pine is a Tier 2 motel and
because of that HUD won't allow vouchers to be used there. At least that's what Ron says so I
don't know that for sure. I don't know how many Tier 2 motels we have, but if that requirement
could be waived, even temporarily, we could move some people into existing motels.
That's all for now. Please do let me know what the animal plan is and who will be coordinating
with the Sheriff, Shelter and Rescue.
Thank you everyone for your hard work on this. I don't mean to be a pain, I'm just trying to help.
Melinda Ciarabellini
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
, com>
From: Tamara Falor <
Date: March 25, 2016 at 4:42:53 PM PDT
To: Virginia Bass <
>. Rex Bohn
<r
s>. Melinda Ciarabellini <
v>
Cc: Ryan Sundberg <
s> Mark Lovelace
<
s>. Allison Jackson <
Mike Downey <
>. Allison Jackson
<
>
Subject: Re: Follow Up to Phone Call about DHHS' Plan that Could
Overwhelm the Shelter
Reply-To: Tamara Falor <
>

.

>,

Rex and Virginia,

I have copied Ryan, Mark and Estelle and Mike Downey on this information
because community good will toward the Shelter and Shelter dogs is just to
important. Good stewardship of the Shelter propagates this community good will.
The plan outlined in this DHHS email will most likely overwhelm the Shelter
capacity. Rescues are stressed and financially strapped as it is without artificially
and/or illegally inflating the Shelter population.
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I am sending this email to Melinda Ciarabellini and Linda Atkins because now
that the shock has abated a bit, and my mind has cleared - the DHHS' email
indicates that this plan to "legal or not" confiscate dogs and take them to the
Shelter appears to be the City of Eureka's plan.

To all of you - please check into this ill conceived "plan". Seriously - "legal or
not," homeless people's dogs are going to be confiscated and taken to the Shelter?
I can't stop shaking my head over this! The Peter Martins of the legal world love
this kind of bureaucratic thoughtlessness that sells well to juries.
Tammy Falor
(707)

—

Original Message —
From: Bettis, Colin <
Sent: Fri, Mar 25, 2016 2:51 pm
Subject: RE: Crunch time

>

I am running like a chicken with its head cut off at this moment so I will just
respond to the info that I passed to you regarding dogs going to the pound and
all that. A person at the top of the DHHS totem pole sent out an email stating
those things: dogs at the marsh on 5-2-16 will go to the pound and it has nothing
to do with abuse/neglect. I believe this person is passing along info given to them
by the EPD and or City Counsel. It might not have worked this way in the past
but it sounds like this is the plan for these animals, legal or not. I would forward
you the email but I am not sure I am allowed to do so. I think anyone that
remains in the marsh on May 2nd will also be arrested.
Again thank you for all you do, and if you need funding to help homeless folks’
dogs, especially in the marsh, please let me know and I will pass along the info to
Sally Hewitt to ask for county funding.

Colin Bettis
Community Health Outreach Worker I
Mobile Outreach
Humboldt County
Dept , of Health and Human Services
Phone: ( 707)
Cell: (707)

Ij' urrootfl Cov/ N
'

LKJDepartment
iHeafth&Human
Seivlces

From: Stacy Jensen rmailto:
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2016 2:19 PM
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To: Bettis, Colin;
Subject: Re: Crunch time

Good Afternoon Colin,
I have worked for the Sheriffs Department at the County Shelter for over 10 years. I think
that you have been told that I am currently an Animal Control Officer for the County. I
assist with animal rescue, and work with several rescue groups in the area (like Buddy
and Angel's) on my free time. I do know how the system works when it comes to
impounding dogs and taking them away from owners, so with that said, I wanted to share
some of my knowledge with you, so that you can be better informed.

You commented, that "If people have dogs, the dogs will go to the pound. " This is not
necessarily how things have worked in the past. Transient camps are often broke down
on a regular basis in the Eureka and surrounding areas. In order to take the dog from the
owner, the owner would have to be arrested. (I know that our Animal Control will often
ask the owner to have someone else take possession of the dog before taking the dog for
impound.)
Due to the fact that this is in the City of Eureka, Eureka Animal Control or Eureka Police
Officers would have to transport each dog to the shelter , unless they ask for assistance
from the Sheriffs Department. In order to confiscate a dog from the owner (if the owner
isn't arrested), the owner would have to be neglecting and/or abusing their animal. From
what I've seen down at the marsh, most people love their dog, just do not have the funds
to get them the all of the medical attention needed (hence where rescues come in and
assist.) I have yet to meet a "neglected" or obviously abused dog at the marsh. I'm not
saying it doesn't happen, I'm just saying that the majority of the dogs down there do not fit
the criteria to confiscate.
"To get the dogs out of impound, the owner needs to have the pooch vaccinated, soaved
or neutered, and pay the boarding fee. " This is also not completely true. If dogs are
confiscated and taken to the shelter, the shelter would NOT require that the dog be
spayed or neutered before going back to the owner. Upon intake, the shelter would give
impound vaccines (distemper /parvo, bordetella, wormer and flea control) providing that
the dog is friendly and cooperative. If the dog does not have a current Rabies
vaccination, then the dog would be required to have one before being redeemed to the
owner. The shelter does have boarding cost per day, but the shelter cannot charge the
"At large" fee for an unaltered or altered dog, if the dog is brought in directly from the
owner (as in, not running loose.)
You are 100% correct when you said " if their dogs go to the pound, for any reason, it is
much cheaper to get them out if the dogs get vaccinated and fixed." This definitely
applies if a dog is brought in for running at large.

Buddy and Angel's is more than willing to help any transient/homeless animal that needs
medical attention like vaccines and spay/neuter (even in Fortuna), providing we have the
funding. I am still unclear where the funding you stated you have, will be assisting in this
goal. I like that you are collecting information from owners on animals needing
assistance, but without funding, we can only help so much. I believe that Kim Class
mentioned receiving funds from the County, to assist us with our outreach.
Like I said, Buddy and Angel's Rescue will be down at the Marsh on April 3rd to provide
services such as, worming, vaccinating (distemper/parvo, rabies), some flea control, food
distribution, collar/leash/harness distribution, and some mange medication applications.
In order to receive our services, we have to get information on the owner and the dog( s)
in need. When we go on outreach like this, we attempt to gain trust and then get dogs
spayed and neutered. We have already spayed and neutered about 10 dogs that live in
the Marsh.
Redwood Pals Rescue has also been occasionally vaccinating and altering animals that
live behind the Marsh as well. Little by little rescue groups ARE making a difference! For
example, a homeless dog recently bit someone in that area, and the dog was impounded
5

at the shelter for the quarantine period, however the dog was not only neutered BUT
current on Rabies!! Redwood Pals Rescue is the ONLY rescue group that assists
homeless owners in paying the impound fees at the shelter, as an incentive to get the
dog altered.

I am a very large supporter of animal rescue and team work and I REALLY think it's
amazing that you have stepped up and decided to also help animals in need!
Thanks again Colin, please continue to let everyone know about our services on the 3rd!

Stacy Jensen
Advocate for the Less Fortunate

—

—

Original Message
From: Bettis, Colin <
To: Kim Class <
ba.rescue <
>
Sent: Fri, Mar 25, 2016 8:26 am
Subject: Crunch time

>
>; Stacy Jensen <

>:

May 2nd is the date that everyone has to be out of the Palco Marsh. If people
have dogs, the dogs will go to the pound. To get the dogs out of impound, the
owner needs to have the pooch vaccinated, spayed or neutered, and pay the
boarding fee.
Today from 9am to 12pm many different service providers will be in the Sears
parking lot to engage folks and try to help them get services. I will be out there
talking to people and gathering info to give to you Stacy re: dog assistance. If any
animal group has people that they can send to assist in gathering data that would
be wonderful. If either of you wish to forward this message to any animal
group(s), feel free to do so. It is difficult for myself to play the part of trying to
convince folks to get vaccines and or fix their dog because I don’t want to have
an antagonistic relationship with the folks in the marsh. At this point I am just
asking what they would like to get for their dogs. Today I might start stating that if
their dogs go to the pound, for any reason, it is much cheaper to get them out if
the dogs get vaccinated and fixed.

If there are any ideas you all have or other entities that you can think of that can
help with this pressing issue please let me know.

Thank you very much.

Colin Bettis
Community Health Outreach Worker I
Mobile Outreach
Humboldt County
Dept, of Health and Human Services
Phone: ( 707)
Cell: (707)
6

IUtiDeportment
I
^
i rpJHeafth& Hunnan
# » 0 Services
i73ZKT*

This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee
named above and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please reply to
sender to announce the error, and then delete this message. You are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying or distribution of this message is strictly prohibited and may result
in criminal or civil charges. Thank you.
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the addressee
named above and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt
from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, please reply to
sender to announce the error, and then delete this message. You are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying or distribution of this message is strictly prohibited and may result
in criminal or civil charges. Thank you.
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